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Security decisions which prevent citizens from leaving the country

Punishment outside of the law

“Freedom is a holy right and the state guarantees for the citizens their own freedoms” 

Syrian constitution –12/2

The security decisions which prevent Syrian citizens from leaving the country is one of the many violations of human rights that occurs within the Syrian Arab Republic. 

It constitutes an illegal punishment as it is one that is not based on law or judicial decision.

 All security branches within Syria have the power to prevent any citizen from leaving. Sometimes a person is prevented from leaving the country by more than one branch of the security forces. Therefore, if one branch revokes its decision and allows a person his right to freedom of movement, another branch my continue to uphold restrictions upon the citizens’ travel. 

The decision of prevention of travel affects the following persons:

· Political prisoners and prisoners of conscience after their release from prison

· Activists working in political organizations, or human rights or civil society groups.

· Citizens who do not engage in any form of political activity.

The prevention of leaving the country for the first two groups of citizens listed above takes one of the following forms:

· Denial of issuing a passport.

· Denial of renewing an expired passport.

· Preventing them from leaving the country by putting their name on a list which is given to all border crossings and exit points.

· Only allowing a person to travel after receiving permission from the security authorities who may deny that person permission on whatever pretext 

The prevention of travel for citizens who are not engaged in any political activity usually occurs due to a request by someone with a grudge against the said citizen who also has contacts within the security forces. The names of those families who have been prevented from traveling because of these types of personal vendettas can be found in the attachments at the end of this press release.

The security decisions that deny a citizen his right to leave the country are not issued on paper. They are either transmitted to the person concerned orally, or the person will receive a letter which states no more than the fact he/she has to visit the security forces, who then inform them of the decision in person. They may also be turned away from the boarder point without any knowledge as to why they have been prevented from traveling. 

It’s possible for an affected person who appeals the decision to be transferred from the court to the Office for Immigration where they may be issued a document which states the date of the decision of prevention from travel and which security branch the decision was issued by. However, what is glaringly absent from the document is the legal basis of the decision of prevention of travel.

HRAS has filled a number of cases to the administrative judge to appeal against the decision of preventing the travel of some citizens. HRAS seeks to ensure the right of all citizens to have their passports and have their right to freedom of movement recognized. HRAS has announced that the campaign against this gross violation of human rights has begun through publishing the primary list for citizens who have received this unjust punishment. HRAS further calls upon all affected citizens to give us their names as we are ready to file new cases for those who wish it. 

HRAS is firm in its belief that no decision preventing a person from traveling may be issued by security forces without a prior judicial decision based on law. HRAS is prepared to use the judicial mechanisms which exist within the Syrian Arab Republic to fight against the currently unlimited powers of the security forces. We believe that a judicial decision is necessary to prevent the security forces from issuing decisions which allow for prevention of travel in the future without recourse to the law.

Attachment:
Primary list of the names of those currently affected by prevention of travel
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