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HRAS Press Release
The Situation of Kurds in Qamishly

Summary regarding the events in Damascus over the last few days

Qamishly province is situated in the North Eastern region of the Syrian Arab Republic, and is a province in which a large percentage of the Kurdish minority reside. Tensions have been high in this province for many years due to the fact that the Kurdish community are denied many of thier basic human rights by the Syrian authorities, foremost amongst them their internationally guarenteed right to nationality.   

On Friday 12th March 2004 a football match was held in Qamishly, between the teams of Qamishly and Dier Al Zour. Before the match began fighting broke out between the two teams' supporters. The majority of supporters from the Qamishly side were Kurds. The security forces interviened to stop the fighting and a number of Kurds were shot dead. Kurdish sources report that seven Kurds were killed by the security forces and dozens injured.  
On the evening of Friday 12th March a number of Kurdish students residing in Damascus participated in a demonstration at Damascus University Halls of Residence protesting against the events that had occured in Qamishly earlier that day. The police forces surrounded the student Halls of Residence. On Saturday 13th March another demonstration was held outside the student residence and the demonstrators then marched to Omaaween Square in Damascus. A violent clash occured with the police forces, who beat the students who retaliated by throwing stones. A number of students were arrested. They include: Arman Abdelmageed, Sami Khalil, Mohammad Khalil, Alaa Abbas, Dandar Hasan, Seban Seda, mohammad Nazer, Abdelqader Abdo, Rezan Hama, Hamed Sheqou, Joan Ali, Mohammad Hammo, Mohammad Saeed Hamma, Nehad Ramo, Sarteb Yousef, Shayar Daher, Shayar Yousef, Barzan Maamou, Yaser Essa, Mohammad Sabri, Dalkash Sallo. These men remain in prison.

Female students arrested at the demonstration were released the following day. Their names are; Manal Mohammed Ali, Shanaz Adnan Shiekho, Nanda Yosef. One female student who was injured in the clash with the police was released on the same day because she needed immediate medical attention her name is Khallat Joumoa.

The following day, Sunday 14th March, a demonstration was held in Arnous Square, Damascus, in which between 100-150 students participated. Once again the police tried to stop the demonstration using unwarrented force. Between 20-30 persons were arrested.
On Monday 15th March HRAS recieved news that dozens of students were arrested at the student halls of residence. We know that they include; Nezar Kosa , Jawedan Hasan, Ashed Sheqo, Nawzat Esmael, Nazmi Esmael, Esmael Salem, Mazken Alhouseine, Yaser Essa, Khalid Sheiq Mousa, Darous ---------, Houan-------, Asyoub------, Kalistan Mohammad, Illaa Al-Hussaine.                        

In Wadie Al Mushareer, Damascus, a demonstration was held on Saturday 13th March in which was violently disrrupted by both the police and security forces. Riots broke out following this demonstration in which stones were thrown, wheels set alight and much damage was caused to shop signs in the area as well as phone boxes and other property. The water supply to this area was stopped by the authorities for three days. 

In an attempt to find a solution to this situation a meeting was held on the evening of Sunday 14th March between the Commitee of the District of Wadie Al Mushareer and a number of military generals in the police station of Mashroor Duma. After the meeting the people who were involved in the demonstrations and riots agreed to return to their houses. However, early Monday morning 650 Kurds were arrested in this area from their houses. 
HRAS believes that those who participated in the violent riots which occured were totally irresponsible. Yet HRAS calls upon the Syrian authorities to stop arresting people outside of the law and to release the Kurds arrested in the past few days. HRAS also asks the authorities to use other means to find a solution to the current problems and not to resort to security solutions which only heighten existing tensions. 
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