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HRAS Press Release: 27/6/03

                  CHILDREN’S RIGHTS IN THE SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC

Syrian society is a predominantly youthful society; over 40% of the Syrian population being under 15 years of age. In 1993 Syria ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child yet, despite this, many children’s rights remain unrealized.

· The Syrian Child still does not receive the proper educational environment which guarantees the fulfillment of the child’s personality and psychological and mental capabilities. Throughout their time at school, Syrian children are obliged to participate in the children’s organizations which are part of the ruling Al- Baath party. These organizations have been established to promote  Al-Baath ideology and conformity, and prevent the child from developing and exercising their own freedom of thought. It comes as no surprise that educational and scientific progress in Syrian society has been slow in the past two decades.

· Due to the economic situation in Syria, which remains poor, there is a big problem of children who leave school in order to find work to support themselves. There are 621,000 children between 9 and 17 years of age who have left school in order to work. This constitutes 17% of children in that age range. Most of these children are street children, who earn their money from selling chewing gum amongst other things, some work in dangerous work such as mechanics, some earn their money from begging. We must improve the situation of these children in order to improve the situation of Syrian society as a whole.

· About 100,000 Kurdish Syrian children are denied their right to a Syrian nationality. On 25th June, for the occasion of the International Day of the Child, a group of Kurdish children gathered with their parents in front of UNICEF, Damascus. They carried flowers and banners demanding their right to nationality and to improve the situation of the Kurds as a whole. The security forces prevented them from nearing the UNICEF building and beat them with truncheons. Two children received a broken arm. The security forces detained seven people. They are: Mohammed Mustafar, Mohammed Shareef Ramadan, Houzan Ibrahim, Khalid Ali, Amar Murad, Salar Saleh and Hasan Ramadan.

HRAS demands that the authorities guarantee the right of peaceful demonstration which is protected by International Conventions to which Syria is a state party, as well as by the Syrian Constitution.

HRAS asks the authorities to find a fair solution for Syrian Kurds and give them the right to nationality to which other Syrians are entitled.

HRAS demands the unconditional release of those Kurds that were detained whilst participating at the demonstration.
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· We cannot forget the hundreds of Syrian children who have been prevented from seeing their fathers who have remained in detention for many years. Many of these prisoners have been detained simply for exercising their right to freedom of belief or expression. Also there are many prisoners in Syria whose families know nothing as to their whereabouts or situation placing an unimaginable psychological burden on the whole family. Preventing a child from seeing one or more of its parents goes against the most basic rights of the child.

· All at HRAS send their sincerest regards and best wishes to the children of Palestine and Iraq who are suffering in the present situation, and wish to remind the international community of their responsibilities to find peaceful solutions to end their plight.

