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Urgent Call 
to Release Group of Detained Students
HRAS has been informed that twelve university students from Damascus and Aleppo were detained yesterday evening in a cafe near the Student Village, of the University of Damascus. They are: Mohammed Arab, Mi'hiyar Khashroum, Nasir Baabinsi, Mustafa Al-Yousef, Maurice 'Ayiq from Aleppo University; and from Damascus University: Mahanned Al-Dibs, Wael 'Azouz, Shaadi Abu-Fakher, Zaheer Abu-Lateef, 'Umar Ali Abdullah, Khalid Al-Asraawi.

Some sources say the students are currently under arrest in the Political Security Branch in Damasucs. It is worth noting that some of the above-mentioned students from Aleppo were expelled from their university and from the National Union of Syrian Students by a series of arbitrary decisions after they participated in a demonstration, which took place on 25th February 2004 (for more details about this case, please refer to our most recent newsletters).
 This detention is a violation of the students' rights in being active and gathering to discuss problems and issues within the universities which relate to the both their immediate studies and technical concerns, and their broader future. According to international standards of human rights, all persons have the right to freedom of assembly and speech.
HRAS makes an urgent call to the responsible authorities to release these students immediately and put a halt to arbitrary actions and infringement of rights among student activists, and to ultimately revoke the decisions that resulted in the expulsion of the students from the university.
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