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HRAS Press Release: 13th April 2004
Enforced Disappearances in the Syrian Arab Republic:

First list of victim’s names

‏ُُEnforced Disappearances violate an essential group of human rights. These are the rights to freedom and private security, right to be free from torture, right to fair trial and in many cases the right to life. These rights are provided for in the International Covenants for human rights as well as the Syrian Constitution (1973). Enforced Disappearance is defined in  the Delcaration for Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearance (1992) as:

"persons.....arrested, detained or abducted against their will or otherwise deprived of their liberty by officials of different branches or levels of government or by organized groups or private individuals acting on behalf of, or with the support, direct or indirect, consent or acquiescence of the government, followed by a refusal to disclose the fate or whereabouts of the persons concerned or a refusal to acknowledge the deprivation of their liberty, which places such persons outside the protection of the law".

The practice of enforced disappearance has been widespread in Syria since the 1980s when the number of people who “disappeared” was around 7,000. 
 The families of these people knew nothing about their whereabouts or if the “disappeared” were alive or dead. Nowadays the phenomonon of enforced disappearance occurs much less than during the 1980s but it remains an ongoing and serious violation of human rights in Syria, perpetuated by the continued application of State of Emergency Law that has been in place for over 40 years. This law allows the security forces to detain anyone on whatever pretext without having to disclose the place or reason of detention. The families of victims of enforced disappearance often do not even know to which of the numerous security branches they should go to to inquire about the fate of their loved ones. Even if they are aware of which security branch is detaining their familiy members, the security branches often deny any knowledge of the “disappeared”.

During the last few months the Human Rights Association in Syria (HRAS) has received numerous complaints from the families of people who disappeared in the 1980s. HRAS has recently published a list of names of victims of enforced disappearance. It is hoped that the publication of this list will lead to more information being recieved regarding the fate of these people in order to ease the plight of their families who have suffered for many years with no news as to the fate or whereabouts of their loved ones. HRAS has also been informed that many  families have been bribed by security agents who falsly told them that they would provide them with information regarding those who have disappeared, and subsequently took large sums of money from them. Also there are legal complications to be dealt with regarding marriage and matters of inheritence which cannot be solved without access to civil documents which remain undisclosed.

HRAS demands that the responsible authorities find a solution to the problem of enforced disappearance and disclose the fate and whereabouts of victims to family members. HRAS also asks the authorities to take the necessary legal procedures of registration dependent on the fate of the victim (i.e. register any deaths that have occurred) and provide compensation to the families of victims of enforced disappearance to ease their suffering and allow them to continue with their future.

HRAS calls upon all former prisoners who know anything about the fate of any of the disappeared to come forward and provide us with information.

HRAS stands in support of article 1 of The Declaration on the Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearance (1992) which declares that “any act of enforced disappearance is an offence to human dignity. It is condemned as a denial of the purposes of the Charter of the United Nations and a grave and flagrant violation of the human rights and fundamental freedoms proclaimed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and reaffirmed and developed in international instruments in this field”.
222 60 66 Fax +963 11 222 16 14 P.O.B. 794 Damascus
email:hrassy@ureach.com
hrassy@lycos.com

� Some legal sources say the numbers are far greater





