[image: image1.jpg]A

HRAS

Qg o8 Lol 3g8a dian





HRAS Press Release

Update on the situation following the student demonstration held in Allepo

Background
On 25th February 2004, 10 students from Aleppo University were arrested because of a peaceful demonstration they participated in, on university grounds. Around 400 students took part in the demonstration all from the Faculty of Engineering. The demonstration was held as the students objected to Legal Decree No. 6 (2004) that states that the government will no longer automatically employ engineering graduates. The students wished to present letters to the President of the University calling upon all students and academics at the university to stand together to protect students’ rights. 

After 45 minutes of peaceful demonstration, around 200 police officers and members from the student Baath party disturbed the demonstration, beating the demonstrators and taking mobile phones and other personal belongings from them. Criminal security agents detained all of the students for 5 hours, on university premises, before they were given permission to leave. A number of students, who had suffered injuries, went to the University hospital and were subsequently denied treatment. The public hospital Al-Razee also refused to treat them.
Latest News
A decision was passed by the director of Allepo University (no. 1575) on the 4th March 2004 to expel the following students: Mohammed Arab who is studying for a Doctorate in Medicine, Haashen Assad who is in his 4th Year of  Civil Engineering Studies, Leena Razook who is a 4th year medical student, Barara Radi who is a 5th year electricity engineering student and Basel Deoub, a 3rd year Law student. Two other students were suspended for one year Hasan Qasem, a 2nd year literature student, and Khalood Al-Dubsht, an engineering student. Other students were given an official warning they are Abdul Ahmed Al Adb Allah, Shfaan Rushik, Abad Aswad, Delqesh Ali.

HRAS believes that this decision is a gross violation of the rights of these students to express themselves and to protest through peaceful means. These decisions greatly affect the future opportunities of the above mentioned students. Also this descision was made with the intervention of the security forces in student issues showing that no independence exists regarding the educational administative system in Syria. The decision has further sent a strong warning to other students not to protest agasinst any decisions with which they do not agree.

HRAS wishes to undertake swift legal action to oppose this decision. HRAS further calls upon the director of Allepo university to cancel this decision without delay and undertake the necessary procedures to guarantee that the same violations of student rights will not happen in the future. By doing this he will protect the freedoms that exist in the Syrian Constitution as well as international human rights law.
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